
Office of Patient Care Services
Health Outcomes Military Exposures

War Related Illness and Injury Study Center

GWI Implementation 
Military Exposure 

Research Innovation 
Center (MERIC)

Director: Lisa M McAndrew, Ph.D.
Clinical Director: Stephen Hunt, M.D.

Office of Patient Care Services Health Outcomes Military Exposures War Related Illness and Injury Study Center



• Mission: Accelerate the translation of evidence-based 
research into care and ensure that Veterans walking 
into any VA receive evidence-based, informed, and 
prompt care for GWI. 

• Objectives: 
– 1. Improve VA clinical culture to be systematically 

supported to address GWI, 
– 2. Implement evidence-based practices for GWI 

across the VA, 
– 3. Sustain improvements in GWI care. 
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EVIDENCE BASED PRACTICES FOR GWI EXIST

VA/DoD Clinical 
Practice Guideline CMI

Problem-Solving 
Treatment

Low Glutamate Diet



Office of Patient Care Services Health Outcomes Military Exposures / War Related 
Illness and Injury Study Center 4

DEVELOP A ROADMAP TO RAPIDLY IMPLEMENT EBPS

Identification 
of Military 
Health 
Conditions

Basic/Clinical 
Research

Clinical Trials Clinical Practice 
17 Years

T1 Translation T2 Translation 
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CURRENT CARE FOR GWI

This Photo by Unknow n Author is licensed under CC BY-SA-NC

Veteran-Centered, Team-Based, Integrated and
Whole Health Oriented Care 

for Gulf War Veterans with CMI

Guided by the VA/DoD CMI Clinical Practice Guideline

https://www.studentdoctor.net/2018/12/26/who-is-on-the-medical-team/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
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• Most GWVs with GWI 
not satisfied with care

• GWVs receive double 
the healthcare

• 70% do not have GWI 
or CMI recognized in 
medical record

• 70% do not receive 
EBPs

GWVS RECEIVE INADEQUATE CARE
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BARRIERS AT MULTIPLE LEVELS
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ADMINISTRATIVE/DATA HUB

Qualitative 
Data

Electronic 
Health 

Record Data Survey Data 
Common Data 

Elements

Common GWI 
Implementation Database
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STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT HUB

Lead: Jessica Breland, Ph.D. 
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RESPONSIVENESS TO VETERAN AND VA PRIORITIES
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research into care and ensure that Veterans walking 
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prompt care for GWI. 

• Objectives: 
– 1. Improve VA clinical culture to be systematically 

supported to address GWI, 
– 2. Implement evidence-based practices for GWI 

across the VA, 
– 3. Sustain improvements in GWI care. 

Office of Patient Care Services Health Outcomes Military Exposures / War Related 
Illness and Injury Study Center 14

GWI IMPLEMENTATION MERIC


	Office of Patient Care Services
Health Outcomes Military Exposures
War Related Illness and Injury Study Center

	GWI Implementation MERIC
	Evidence Based Practices for GWI Exist
	Develop a roadmap to rapidly implement EBPs
	Current Care for GWI
	GWVs receive inadequate care
	Barriers at multiple levels
	GWI Implementation MERIC
	GWI Implementation MERIC
	Slide Number 10
	Administrative/Data Hub
	Stakeholder engagement hub
	Responsiveness to Veteran and VA priorities
	GWI Implementation MERIC

